Telomerase activity of peripheral blood mononuclear cells from patients with laryngeal carcinoma.
This study investigated the activity of telomerase in peripheral blood mononuclear cells (PBMCs) in patients with laryngeal carcinoma. We examined proliferative response to phytohemagglutinin and expression of telomerase activity of PBMCs from 30 patients with laryngeal carcinoma and 17 healthy volunteers. Both proliferative and telomerase activity of [circled times]PBMCs in the patient group was lower than that in the healthy volunteer group. Telomerase activity may play a permissive role in cell division and clonal expansion of the immune cells in response to laryngeal squamous carcinoma. It may be related to lymph node metastasis of laryngeal cancer.